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D

ecember 2016 should go down as one of the best month’s of the
year for the Norris camp. Two main events occurred with some of the
highest attendance in quite some time. The annual Holiday
(Christmas) dinner was held at a restaurant in Gaithersburg with 14
members including some spouses in attendance. A few awards were
given out including to new Treasurer Bruce Funk and to stalwart Steve Fernandez. Awards were also mentioned for Frank and Phyllis
Brown who were unable to attend.

P

receding this event by a few days was the 2016 Sharpsburg Illumination. Without a doubt, this was the largest turnout the camp enjoyed
during the year and it was good to see. Compatriot Bob Brewer provides the description below.
The Norris Camp , in conjunction with the Antietam Camp Sons of Union Veterans (SUV) proudly contributed to the 28th year of this fine
event.
With thrills, chills ( the day was mostly overcast w/ a stiff breeze) and
unexpected surprises and mysteries thru out the day, this year proved
to be one we'll be trying to improve on in the future.
Bob & Katie Brewer showed up around 9 am to find that some Scout
Troops had set up in our customary location, Bob was able to win
friends and influence people( Scout Masters namely) to make room for
us, and he and Katie set up the initial tables/ grille etc. Our brothers
from the Antietam Camp Sons of Union Veterans arrived shortly thereafter and donated their usual time and talent, keeping the event on
track thru out the day. Harold and Marydon Ford- veterans of all the
28 years of the Illumination worked thru mobility issues ( Harold recently broke his ankle) but with their usual dogged determination and
dedication, they set up for this years hot lunch. Mystery number
one involved our parking pass's disappearing, not usually an issue as
the NPS is flexible w/ the volunteers getting in line to view the luminar(Continued on page 2)

To the left: 1st Lieutenant Commander Dave King, Jr. poses with
wreaths at the Confederate Monument in Arlington National Cemetery.

Two Events For The Norris Camp In December
(Continued from page 1)

ies towards dark . However , mystery number two ( keep reading) took it's toll ,not only on us but for several
other groups . Over all our work day was handicapped as there was confusion as to who would be doing our
annual location, also where this years "assigned area" was- even worse it was reported that a mysterious
"woman in a van", drove thru out the park and stole many box's of the luminary bags w/ candles , sand etc. Not
sure if there's really much of a market for these items , but keep an eye out on e-bay just in case. Also worth
noting was this year broke all records for needless delays for registering the various groups .
None of this hampered the efforts of our SUV brothers, Karl Woodcock and SUV Camp Commander "Stu
Younkin , who worked w/ our neighboring Scouts, and placed bags along Mansfield Ave ( left and right) w/
their National Bureau of Standards calibrated rope ( ok, maybe Home Depot calibrated) which has served us
well for many years. Please join me in a heartfelt thanks to Compatriot Steve Fernandez, who supplied the hot
food. As you know, Steve is a very humble guy, but I can't say enough about his hot Maryland Crab Soup and
super Hot Dogs, Steve does this for a living (cook, not set up luminaries) and took time out of his busy life to
handle the hot food this year. Lets not forget Steve Fernandez also bought out the Camps flag collection, and
in addition to a very proud and respectful flying of our United States Flag (& MD State flag) the Camp flag
and the 1st, 2nd and Third National Confederate flags also flew in the breeze for all to see during the day.
Camp members continued to drift in thru out the day, and we're grateful for all who devoted the time to help
w/ such an awe inspiring tribute to the many causality's of this momentous day in our Nations History. After
lunch we got an actual assignment, with actual luminary bags, etc . This near the sharp turns just west of the
Mansfield Monument. Acting Norris Camp Commander Dave Redden used his organizational skills and mobilized the troops and this area was set up, and looked superb after dark . From there, lighting the candles
was next, and arranging car pools for driving thru the battlefield and leaving for the night were worked out.
Of course there was the annual Ceremony at the Maryland Monument, with inspirational words, acknowledgment of the volunteers and a moving live version of Amazing Grace (or was it taps? , I sat out this years ceremony, in favor of good company and a warm vehicle) good thing too, as it turned out, about 100 candles were
not lit , down hill from our lunch bivouac and needed immediate attention.
Also an urgent call came from our Scouts next door, seems they weren't the only ones w/ non functioning
lighters, and after pooling lighters from many generous folks, the last remaining candles were dispatched w/
flair ( Thanks Karl Woodcock and John Howerton). Katie and I were fortunate to be able to car pool w/ Compatriot Richard Leagueand his wonderful wife Karen. We took in the splendid sights and were delivered safely to our truck (parked on Highway 65 , down hill from our bivouc) and another wonderful Illumination was over too soon. A big thanks to Harold and Marydon Ford, Bob & Katie Brewer, Steve Fernandez,
Tom Keiffer, John Howerton, Richard and Katren League, Friend of the Camp Michael Bertocchi, Dave King,
Matthew King, Halina Dubrowsky and his friends Colonel Vic Kelly, and Hale and Tanya Laughlin. No wrap
up would be complete with out thanking the Antietam Camp Sons of Union Veterans stalwarts Karl Woodcock and Stu Younkin , whose efforts were essential to the business at hand ( please note your author is a
Proud Member of this SUV camp as well). If you haven't attended this event, or have not been lately, please
consider, as the day overall is worth all the effort.
Here and on the next page are a couple of pictures from this
year’s Illumination.
This picture is from the end of the ceremony with the two bugle players prepared to perform the delayed Taps, which always brings a chill to one’s spine. Photo by Dave Redden.
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To the left is a picture of many (but not all) of the
camp members that participated. Karen League
took the photo, which is why she is missing. Also
missing from the photo are the Ford’s as well as
Dave King’s friends.
And there is one more missing member. His picture is to the right. This is John Howerton, who was last
seen lighting candles along Mansfield Avenue. No one has seen John since! Could he still be out there getting
ready for next year’s Illumination?

Camp News and Upcoming Events
From the ruminations of one who is trying to find organization, I bring you a collection of notions for the upcoming month and year, as well as closing comments on the year 2016.

F

irst, and foremost, is to express our deepest condolences to Bob and Katie Brewer on the loss of Bob’s
mother this past month. Christmas is a very bad time to lose any family member so our hearts go out to Bob,
Katie and their entire families as they mourn the loss of a very great mom.

T

he January meeting is a business only meeting with no guest speaker scheduled. Speakers will resume in
the February meeting. Compatriot Bob Brewer continues to provide just awesome speakers for our meetings.
He has been doing this for years. As a professional speaker myself, I have come to find that the speakers at
our meetings are nothing short of first rate and always thought provoking and entertaining. Great job Bob!

E

lections are coming up in the camp for the month of January. All positions are open and any and all Compatriots are asked to consider serving your camp as an officer. If you haven’t served before, then what are you
waiting for? Unfortunately, Friends of the camp are not eligible to serve as officers.

A

camp budget needs to be presented and voted on. I was thinking of making a draft budget that could be
presented in this newsletter as a starting point. However, a lack of time due to the holidays as well as not being able to coordinate with our Treasurer, Bruce Funk, left this task to be worked on in our next meeting. I
will be bringing a draft budget with me to the meeting. We need to consider items such as camp events,
(Continued on page 4)
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Camp News
(Continued from page 3)

speaker’s fees, annual dues, etc. Speaking of dues, you will notice that I have again listed a call for members
to pay dues for the year. It is appalling the number of compatriots that haven’t paid up. Is there a problem
that we need to know about?

T

ypically, there is an event every January that the camp likes to participate in: the annual Lee-Jackson Day
in Baltimore, MD. Unfortunately, last year saw an end to the SCV’s active participation at the Lee-Jackson
double equestrian monument in Baltimore as the City denied any kind of permit. Clearly the backlash of the
“death-to-all-things-Confederate” rage that swept the nation after the actions of a horribly deranged human
being in South Carolina (who had nothing to do with the SCV-Thank God!), the City of Baltimore has made
it’s position very clear on the subject of anything Confederate. On the next pages of this Newsletter, I have
included pictures of a couple of new signs in front of two of the more noteworthy Confederate Monuments in
Baltimore. It takes a lot of pent up rage to use taxpayer dollars to make signs that are so blatantly one-sided
and untrue. I pray that this rage will dissipate and society can be more understanding of differing points of
view and our rights. That didn’t do our ancestors any good in the early 1860’s and I’m not sure it will work in
the 2010’s but it’s all I’ve got right now to hope for.

2

016 was an interesting year for the camp. To summarize, we had record low participation in meetings and
events. Our commander had to resign due to numerous and serious health issues. We temporarily lost control
of our finances and record keeping functions. My goodness that sounds bad. So let me turn it around now.
We got back our financial integrity and accountability. We will be mailing out new ID cards next month for
the first time in several years. We had Compatriots and Friends really step up to make our events actually
quite awesome even if not well attended by camp members. But, at least in my mind, once the camp knew that
we had some troubles, huge amounts of support came pouring forth! I know that I have received more support in the last 3 months from camp members than in all of the prior years combined. Look at the number of
participants we had in December’s events. I am encouraged. From a dismal year a little after the midpoint to
one of great hope and building in less than a few months. I wish every one a very Happy New Year and thank
you for your support, now, in the past, and most definitely in the future!
Acting Commander Dave Redden

Annual Dues Are Missing (And So Are You!)
An Edited Reprint From Last Month’s Newsletter
Surprisingly, a number of camp members have not paid their dues for the 2016-2017 dues year. Technically,
the dues year runs from August 1st through July 31st of the next calendar year. Although there has not been
any change in that for more years than this writer can remember, perhaps it has caused confusion.
There have been a few attempts to alert members about the renewal and we are all aware of some of the confusion that we as a camp have gone through in the last half year or so. It is clear that members have received
the notices by email or old fashioned mail as we have had more than 1/2 of the camp mail in payments.
Particularly unsettling is the number of Life members who have NOT paid camp dues. Remember that Life
members do not pay dues to the International Headquarters (currently $30/year) but you still owe the camp
dues of $15 (or $25 if you prefer a printed and mailed newsletter).
I have to wonder, is it that you prefer to not renew with your beloved Norris camp any longer or is it just an
oversight? Either way, we need you more than ever and so I appeal again, please pay your dues ASAP!
For non-Life members the annual dues are $45 for an emailed newsletter (like the one you just received) or
$55 for a printed and mailed newsletter. Please include $5 more in your dues renewal. Please, renew NOW!
Send your checks to our Treasurer, Bruce Funk, at 12 West Orndorff Drive, Brunswick, MD 21716. If you
want, then email him at: jben1955@aol.com or call him at 301-834-4829.
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OK. This Goes Too Far!
We generally don’t comment on political topics of the day due to our IRS 501c3 status. But when the comments are made about the Confederate monuments in general, and the SCV specifically, then maybe we can
make rebuttal. Of course, it has to do with political correctness run amok. Decorum prevents me from stating
what I really think about the new signage in front of two beautiful Confederate monuments in Baltimore.
Hopefully you can read the words on the signs printed below. I find them offensive, reprehensible and flat out
wrong! One day, my friends and compatriots the pendulum WILL swing back to a more normal world than
we are seeing represented by the Special Commission on Historical Reinterpretation of Baltimore Monuments.
Read these signs at the risk of vomiting your holiday meals!

(Continued on page 6)
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The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization that, with regard to the
War Between the States, participates in the study of history and genealogy and in the
preservation of historic sites, monuments, and grave markers; awards scholarships and medical
research grants; and practices good citizenship. Through its local camps, the Sons works with
historical and genealogical societies, and participates in community heritage days and in
patriotic holiday events and parades.

The newsletter of the Colonel William Norris Camp 1398 is published 12 times a year by
the camp as a service to its membership and to the public. Officers of the camp are:
Dave Redden, Acting Commander, 19109 Dowden Circle, Poolesville, MD 20837, telephone: 301-351-7260,
fax 301-972-7579, e-mail: (DaveRedden@Hotmail.com).
David King Jr., 1st Lt. Cdr., 5611 Oak Place, Bethesda, MD 20817, telephone: 301-530-7634,
e-mail: (Dejota.King@verizon.net).
Dan Buckingham, 2nd Lt. Cdr., 11521 Front Field Lane, Potomac, MD 20854, telephone: 301-983-9002,
e-mail: (danbuckingham@hurrisafe.com).
H. Bruce Funk, Treasurer, 12 West Orndorff Drive, Brunswick, MD 21716, telephone: 301-834-4829,
e-mail: jben1955@aol.com.
Steve Fernandez, Color Sergeant, 702 Grandin Avenue Rockville, MD 20850, telephone: 301-943-0039,
Email: remissong2730@msn.com
John Howerton, Recruiting Officer, 5031 Edmonston Road, Hyattsville, MD 20781, telephone: 301-7790519, Email: jech95@netzero.net
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