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T

he speaker for the April meeting will be Dr. Steven Hatleberg. He
will present a talk on “A Rebel of ‘61” at the Gaithersburg SCV location meeting, which is at the Gaithersburg VFW located on Frederick
Road. Dr. Hatleberg is a retired physician from Hagerstown Maryland.
He is an avid history buff and is president of the Washington County
Historical Trust and a member of the Hagerstown Civil War
Roundtable and the Washington County Historical Society.

B

ob and Katie Brewer will be providing the food for the event,
which starts at 7:00 pm. However, the food portion begins at 6:30 pm.
The Brewers are preparing a meal of cold cuts and fixings that sounds
pretty scrumptious! Plan on coming out for food and meeting our
speaker prior to the meeting.

D
A

r. Hatleberg’s picture is shown in the lower left corner of this
page of the newsletter.
lthough I was out of town on business last month, it sounds like
last month’s speaker was a really awesome time. Bob Brewer provides
the description below:

T

he following camp members and Friends attended the meeting:
Lawrence Marsh , Steve Fernandez, Micheal Bertouccchi, Bob Jones
Bob Brewer, Richard League. Steve Fernandez provided a hearty and
delicious fried chicken dinner complete w/ sides, and delicious desserts. Bob Brewer led the pledges, read the charge and gave the invocation. He then introduced the speaker of the evening, Mr. Ben Hawley.

B

en spoke on the 54th Mass, United States Colored Troop's
(Continued on page 2)

To the left: This month’s speaker, Dr. Steven Hatleberg.

Dr. Steven Hatleberg Will Speak to the Camp
(Continued from page 1)

(USCT), including his relatives that served in the USCT. This included Marylander Christian Fleetwood who
served with the 4th MD USCT and earned the Medal of Honor. We wrapped up on an enjoyable and informal
discussion of the war at large with the meeting adjourning shortly after 8 pm.

A

fterwards, Ben made the following comments and posted the picture shown below:

I was the guest speaker tonight at a meeting for the Col W. Norris Camp, SCV. I spoke on USCT Soldiers in
the Civil War and had a great time. The presented me with an Honorarium of $50, of which I asked that it be
made out to the Lincoln Cushing Education Fund. Check will be in tomorrow's mail.
In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty
Charles (Ben) Hawley
Department Commander
Sons of Union Veterans, Civil War
Department of the Chesapeake
http://departmentofthechesapeakesuvcw.com/

Pictured above: Norris camp Color Sergeant Steve Fernandez presents the honorarium check to last month’s
speaker Ben Hawley.
Many thanks to the Camp Officers and Compatriots that handled the night’s events so well while I was out of
town. This is that good ole’ spirit of pitching when and where you need to!
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Adopt A Rustic Road Report
The morning after I got back home from my week long business trip I loaded the road cleanup supplies in the
back of my truck and noticed that it was cold and windy. There had been snow in Pennsylvania the day before
where I was TDY and the threat of the DC area’s only measurable snowstorm of the year was just a couple of
days away. What a perfect time for the camp’s first road cleanup of the year!
I couldn’t help think that if nobody else showed up I would just turn around and go home. Admonishing my
wimpy resolution but savoring the thoughts of a hot cup of coffee at home I was shocked to find not one but
three other people at our designated meeting spot for the cleanup! Recruiting Officer John Howerton was
there and he was smiling and relishing in the fact that he was out and about in the countryside. 3rd Lieutenant
Commander James Perry and his wife Cathy were there, too. They didn’t look quite as cheery as John but
they made the trek to Dickerson Regional Park and after chatting for awhile off we went to work.
As is often the case we finished in record time. Something about a cold wind that makes you move just a bit
faster in this kind of work. But we were successful and productive. As you can see from the picture below,
we filled up 6 big trash bags as well as found two long pieces of channel iron. Most of the bags were filled
with our usual haul of beer cans and bottles, fast food wrappers from the local fast food restaurant in Poolesville and at least a full carton of cigarette butts. Strange that the people that litter our roadways engage in
such unhealthy behavior. Well, you know what they say about karma!
When last seen, John Howerton returned to the park to hike untold miles along the C&O Canal towpath. Has
anyone seen John since?
Pictured to the right and suitably bundled up
amongst the collected garbage: John Howerton, Cathy Perry and James Perry. Picture by
an also bundled up Dave Redden with his
new iPhone 7 Plus. Nice picture, huh?
The next road cleanup will be in May where I
am sure the picture will show a more scantily
clad crew.
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Items of Camp Interest
Several items have come up in the last month or so that need to be thought of by Norris camp members. In no
particular order, the following will be discussed at our next camp meeting:
1. Our usual camp meetings are the first Tuesday of each month. In July, the date will be Tuesday, the 4th of
July. So even if we wanted to meet the day of a great Yankee celebration (you know I am only kidding!),
the VFW will either be closed or having some event that would preclude our use. So we have two choices: either reschedule the monthly meeting or can cel the meeting. We will discuss and vote on this at the
next meeting.
2. One of our past speakers, Steve French has contacted Bob Brewer about conducting some interesting
Colonel Harry Gilmor and Colonel William Mosby sites in Jefferson County, West Virginia. His email is
shown below:
Bob: I don't know whether I can get down there anytime or not. Would the camp be interested in a Saturday
or Sunday afternoon tour this summer of some Gilmor and Mosby sites in Jeff. County? I can show you and
talk about Gilmor's Train Robbery, his shooting of Capt. Summers at the White House in Summit Point, and
his role in the Battle of Charles Town. Mosby sites would include the Greenback Raid and Blazer Scouts fight.
I would also throw in the grave of Capt. Blackford. He rode with Gilmor and after being captured, escaped
from Ft. McHenry. Tour would last 4 hours or so and cost $200. I would meet you at the Charles Town library and go from there. If there would be any other sites you would like to see, I could try to work them in.
Steve
I would like to see if there is any interest in this at our next meeting. I personally am all for an excursion
away from the VFW and get out where the action was. Plus, I know I wouldn’t mind spending a little more
with my compatriots then the couple of hours we share at a monthly meeting. Maybe we could do this in
place of the monthly meeting in July (see note #1)?
3. I must make one more attempt at churning up some interest in attending this year’s Maryland Division
SCV Convention. It will be held on Saturday, April 15th at the Maryland Visitor’s Center close by the
Harry Nice bridge on Route 301. La Plata would be about the closest recognizable town to the site. The
event is being hosted by the Orphan Brigade SCV Camp #2166. The cost is $45 and pre-registration is a
must! Previous announcements and registration packets have been sent to you before. If you need it sent
again be sure to contact me. The event goes from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.
4. We need volunteers to provide the food at the future meetings. Although the Brewers are going to be really putting on the spread for this upcoming meeting, we: a) don’t need anyone to go too crazy; and b) don’t
have anyone signed for the next months. So please search your hearts and we will have a sign up this
coming meeting. Although I have really been craving some steamed crabs lately I don’t think anyone
needs to go that route! If you just want to go back to the days of pizza, then fine! We just need coordinators starting with the May meeting. Thanks!
5. In early March I dropped my Android cell phone into a waterfall in Pennsylvania. That is a story in itself.
As you might guess, this finished off my phone that I have had for the last 5 years. Thinking that Verizon
Backup had left my contacts high and dry, I found that when I got my new iPhone (at my wife and daughter’s suggestion) that very few contacts made it to my new phone. Therefore, I lost many of the camp
members and Friends contacts. Please feel free to send me your contact information so I can add it to my
phone. Let’s also hope that I don’t have another run in with Mother Nature and personal electronics!
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Really Cool Things Happen When You Participate!
This month’s feature story is provided in narrative form by Bob Brewer. A few months ago, we ran in the
newsletter an opportunity presented by none other than the Sons of Union Veterans. They had invited us to a
Medal of Honor ceremony at Monterey Pass on the Maryland-Pennsylvania border on Saturday, March 25th.
With a number of Norris camp members also members of the SUV we were hoping for some honest participation from the Norris Camp. Well, we got it! Below is Bob’s story.
CompatriotsI had the honor and pleasure to recently attend the Antietam Camp # 3 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War's annual Medal of Honor Ceremony. This was held on Saturday, March 25th.
For those of you not aware of our Camp's brotherhood with this SUV camp, be aware. They have been stalwarts in attending and participating in the Annual Sharpsburg (Antietam if you will) Illumination, often having more members attend than the SCV. Historically and Nationally, the Sons of Union Veterans, has supported the SCV AND it's support of the Battle Flag and Confederate Monument issues since at least the mid
to late 1990's and as such, deserve our respect and support.
I belong to this SUV camp, and commend them for their dedication and support of many common ground
matters that affect the historical community as a whole.
This years Medal of Honor event, honored and celebrated the life of
LTC Charles E. Capehart, of the 1st WV Cavalry, who earned his MoH during the Battle of Monterey Pass
on July 4th, 1863 following the Battle of Gettysburg.
That's right, after the battle of Gettysburg.
Seemingly lost in the hectic, chaotic and tragic history of the Battle, and often times forgotten or unknown by
many, the retreat of General Lee's Army of Northern Virginia (ANV), was an essential part of that Army's
history, and of the Battle itself.
This involved assembling the huge number of men, and all that supports an army during a campaign. This includes Infantry, Artillery and Calvary, and the thousands of wagons, animals and vast amounts of equipment
needed to do battle.
Add in the number of wounded, which the ANV prioritized to bring with them, in their journey back to Virginia, and you can begin to see the huge challenge faced by all involved.
( for additional info :http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg/gettysburg-history-articles/battle-ofgettysburg-finale.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/)
Pictured to the right:
Katie Brewer, Norris
Camp compatriots
Bob Brewer, Richard
League, and Harold
Ford.
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Medal of Honor Ceremony Report
(continued from page 5)

The ceremony commenced at 10 am, with introductions from Antietam Camp SUV Commander Stuart Younkin. The list of dignitaries included local and state level
elected officials including the Mayor of Waynesboro PA, Chesapeake Division of the SUV Ben Hawley ( a
recent guest speaker to the Norris Camp) , Washington Township reps, and a local PA state delegate, who
praised all that fought at this battle, thanked the events organizers, and promised " safe passage for all those w/
Maryland Tags" ( a joking reference, I took to mean, no one’s steel belted radials were in danger from the locals taking hatchets and axe's to them, this time around)
An inspirational message was delivered from the PA National Guard Chief of Staff LTC Jeffrey S.
Heasley which I found to be ironic and moving to be meeting someone who had led Americans in combat,
speaking on a long ago battle .
The key note speaker was Mr. John Miller, Washington Township Historian and Operations Director of Monterey Pass Battlefield Park, who had an over view of LTC Capehart and of the action that day leading to his
Medal of Honor. The program included his detailed research in to the action that took place the night of 04
July 1863, that it was dark with a thunderstorm while the troops met. Capehart ordered a saber charge on
ground very near to the present day visitor center/ museum, and would capture a Confederate wagon train.
Capehart had just taken command of this unit at the beginning of the Battle of Gettysburg , and would wait
until April 7, 1898 to be awarded his Medal of Honor.
He is buried in Arlington National Cemetery .
www.arlingtoncemetery.net
Attending from the Norris Camp for this event were:
Richard League, Katie and Bob Brewer, and Harold Ford.

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization that, with regard to the
War Between the States, participates in the study of history and genealogy and in the
preservation of historic sites, monuments, and grave markers; awards scholarships and medical
research grants; and practices good citizenship. Through its local camps, the Sons works with
historical and genealogical societies, and participates in community heritage days and in
patriotic holiday events and parades.

The newsletter of the Colonel William Norris Camp 1398 is published 12 times a year by
the camp as a service to its membership and to the public. Officers of the camp are:
Dave Redden, Commander and Adjutant, 19109 Dowden Circle, Poolesville, MD 20837, telephone: 301-3517260, fax 301-972-7579, e-mail: (DaveRedden@Hotmail.com).
David King Jr., 1st Lt. Cdr., 5611 Oak Place, Bethesda, MD 20817, telephone: 301-530-7634,
e-mail: (Dejota.King@verizon.net).
Dan Buckingham, 2nd Lt. Cdr. And Chaplain, 11521 Front Field Lane, Potomac, MD 20854, telephone: 301983-9002, e-mail: (danbuckingham@hurrisafe.com).
James Perry, 3rd Lt. Cdr., 6712 Brigadoon Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817, telephone: 301-320-1863, email:
(James_Perry21@verizon.net)
H. Bruce Funk, Treasurer, 12 West Orndorff Drive, Brunswick, MD 21716, telephone: 301-834-4829,
e-mail: jben1955@aol.com.
Steve Fernandez, Color Sergeant, 702 Grandin Avenue Rockville, MD 20850, telephone: 301-943-0039,
Email: remissong2730@msn.com
John Howerton, Recruiting Officer, 5031 Edmonston Road, Hyattsville, MD 20781, telephone: 301-7790519, Email: jech95@netzero.net
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